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Senator Waters, Larissa asked:

Senator WATERS: Will the fieldwork and the mapping for the Upper Hunter Strategic
Assessment include mapping of the condition of the remnant areas of those two critically
endangered communities since all of the remaining patches are considered critical?

Mr Cahill: If those matters have been recently listed or changed, there would be an
expectation in the strategic assessment that there would have been suitable surveys and
suitable fieldwork done to be able to inform any decision or any recommendation we put to a
minister.

Senator WATERS: Would the strategic assessment be able to prohibit any further clearing of
the Warkworth Sands woodlands, given that all remaining patches are now considered critical
to its survival?

Mr Cahill: 1 would have to take that on notice and look at where the current assessment is at.

Answer:

Avoidance, mitigation and offset mechanisms are being considered as part of the Upper
Hunter Strategic Assessment to ensure the protection of matters of national environmental
significance, including the Warkworth Sands Woodland of the Hunter Valley.



